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The  annual  report  of  the  fizr  catch  is  a  cooperative  undertaking 
with  the  State  game  and  conservation  commissions.  This  report  gives 
the  number  and  species  of  "wild  fur  animals,  "by  States,  taken  in  the 
season  195^-55  or  in  1955*  Some  States  report  the  furs  taken  on  a 
season  hasis,  while  others  record  the  take  for  the  calendar  year. 

It  is  quite  impossible  for  the  States  to  obtain  a  complete  and 
accurate  count  of  every  fur  animal  taken.  Furthermore,  many  States 
do  not  compile  the  final  statistics  of  the  fur  catch  for  the  current 
season  until  6  months  or  even  a  year  have  passed.  The  figures  given 
are  the  best  available  data  and  are  presented  to  illustrate  the  trend 
of  fur-animal  production  in  the  wild. 

During  recent  years  the  prevailing  low  prices  for  raw  furs,  not 
the  scarcity  of  animals,  have  been  largely  responsible  for  the  decline 
in  the  take.  Beaver  is  perhaps  the  outstanding  exception,  because  the 
population  has  been  steadily  increasing  and  the  prices  received  for  the 
fur  have  been  sufficiently  high  to  encourage  trapping.  The  same  might 
be  claimed  for  nutria,  already  abundant  and  increasing  in  the  marsh 
areas  of  Louisiana  and  Texas,  but  prices  paid  for  the  raw  nutria  fur 
have  been  declining,  and  trappers  have  foimd  it  \mprofitable  to  take 
these  animals.  By  and  large,  however,  the  take  of  the  staple  furs-- 
muskrat,  skunk,  raccoon,  opossxam,  fox,  and  weasel--has  been  decreasing 
steadily. 

For  some  years  the  outlook  offered  little  to  encourage  trapping 
activities,  and  there  is  still  much  to  be  desired  as  an  inducement  for 
the  trapper  to  expect  a  profit  from  running  a  trap  line. 
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WIID  FUR  ANIMAL  CATCH  BY  STATES,  195^-55 
(The  States  marked  "by  asterisk  have  reported  for  the  calendar  year  1955) 
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1/  Arizona:  Major  fur-bearing  species  are  the  muskrat  and  bassarisk, 
but  unable  to  supply  information  except  that  of  beaver. 

2/  Connecticut  and  Idaho:  The  last  year  reported  is  195I*. 

2/   Illinois:  No  information  available. 

h/   Minnesota:  Fox  figures  include  silver. 

_5/  New  Jersey:  The  takes  of  fox  and  raccoon  are  by  State  employees 
only.  The  State  no  longer  has  a  census  record  of  licenses 


6/  New  York:  Census  figures  not  available  for  species 
other  than  beaver,  fisher,  and  otter. 

7/  South  Dakota:  Does  not  require  trappers  to  make 
report  on  furs  taken;  estimate  made  for  beaver. 

8/  Vermont:  Fur-bearer  research  project  closed.  Data 
for  beaver  are  actual  tagging  figures . 

9/  Nevada:   I3  otter  were  State  trapped.         "^'^ 


